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About the Piyut
This Piyut is central to the Yemenite tradition and is mostly sung on Shabbat and at joyous occasions. It was 
written by Rabbi Shalom Shabazi one of the great Yemenite poets of the 17th century. The poet’s name (El 
Shabazi) is found in the Piyut in the form of an acrostic. This Piyut is sung as an opening song. It tells of the 
spirit of Israel, the divine presence, and the Holy One. The poem closes with a wish for the redemption of Zion 
in the coming days.

Hebrew Text

Adon ha-kol m’chayeh kol n’shama ָאֲדוֹן הכַֹּל מחְַיּהֶ כָּל נְשׁמָה

y’tzav chasdo l’-vat nadiv chachama יצְוַ חסְַדּוֹ לְבתַ נָדִיב חכֲמָהָ

L’vusha me-anan to’ar y’karo לְבוּשׁהָ מעֲֵנןַ תֹּארַ יְקָרוֹ

u’mashpa’at alai chol ha-adama וּמַשְׁפּעַתַ עֲלֵי כָל הָאֲדָמהָ

Sh’on galey g’vul yamim t’orer שְׁאוֹן גַּלֵּי גְּבוּל ימִַּים תּעְוֹרֵר

v’-im doda b’-tzilo ne’elma ָועְםִ דּוֹדָהּ בּצְִלּוֹ נעֱֶלמָה

B’-chen ba’la sh’vateinu t’nahel בּחְןֵ בּעְַלהָּ שְׁבָטֵינוּ תְּנהֵַל

u’-ma’alata m’huderet v’rama וּמעֲַלתָהָּ מהְֻדּרֶֶת ורְָמהָ

Z’mirot miknaf eretz sh’manum זמְִירוֹת מכְִּנףַ ארֶֶץ שׁמְעְַנוּם

tz’vi tzadik b’mizracha v’yama צְבִי צַדִּיק בּמְִזרְָחהָ וְימָּהָ

Y’sharim holchim tamid b’-yosher ֶיְשׁרִָים הוֹלכְִים תּמִָיד בְּיֹשׁר

n’kiyim hem b’li avon v’ashma ָנְקִיִּים הםֵ בְּלִי עוָֹן וְאַשׁמְה

Sh’muatam l’tov kulam b’rurim שׁמְוּעתָםָ לְטוֹב כֻּלּםָ בּרְוּרִים

v’-lahem nichs’fa nafshi b’teima וְלהָםֶ נכִסְְפהָ נַפְשִׁי בּתְֵימהָ

Tzari gil’ad sh’lach lanu y’didi צרֳִי גִלעְָד שְׁלחַ לָנוּ יְדִידִי

b’tziyon nism’cha gever v’alma ָבּצְִיּוֹן נִשׂמְחְהָ גֶּברֶ ועְַלמְה



English Translation

Enlivening the soul, Master of Everything Shall command His compassion, Wisdom to the 
nobleman’s wise daughter

Shrouded in cloud, appearance as glory Tilting he branches of the entire earth

You shall arouse raging waves at the sea’s bound Disappearing in His shade with Her Beloved

With Her Mate charm, shall He lead our tribe Her virtue is glorious and exalted

From the ends of the earth, all of you shall hear 
songs

From the east and inland sea, Righteous Gazelle

Always upright, following the just path Innocent are they, without sin or guilt

Their teachings clearly for the good of all So astonished does my soul yearn for them

Send us our Beloved, O Balm of Gilead Maiden and Mate shall be rejoiced in Zion
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